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Ready for C1 Advanced? Discover how to upgrade your writing with advanced grammar,
sophisticated vocabulary, and perfect structure for the CAE exam.

Moving from B2 to C1 requires a significant shift in your writing style. The C1 Advanced exam demands
more sophistication, nuance,

and flexibility. You have 90 minutes for two tasks (Part 1 Essay and Part 2 Choice). Here is how to handle
the pressure.

1. ANALYZE THE TASK DEEPLY
At C1 level, missing a nuance in the question can cost you marks. Identify:

* The Genre: Is it an essay, report, proposal, or review? Each has distinct conventions.
» The Target Reader: Is it an academic tutor (formal), a magazine reader (engaging), or a colleague
(professional)? Your register
must be consistent.
* The Purpose: Are you persuading, informing, complaining, or evaluating?

2. ADVANCED GRAMMAR IS EXPECTED
To score high in Language, you must demonstrate complex grammatical forms. Try to include:

* Inversion: "Not only is this solution cost-effective, but it is also eco-friendly."

 Conditionals (Mixed/3rd): "If the council had acted sooner, the problem would not be so severe today."

* Passive Voice: "It is widely believed that..." (Great for essays and reports).

* Participle Clauses: "Being a diverse city, London offers..." instead of "Because London is a diverse
city..."

3.VOCABULARY: AVOIDING THE MUNDANE

non

Avoid basic words like "good", "bad", "big", or "important”. Upgrade them:



e Important " Crucial, Vital, Imperative, Significant

» Bad !" Detrimental, Catastrophic, Subpar, Inadequate

» Good " Exceptional, Beneficial, Advantageous, Exemplary

Also, use collocations (word partnerships) naturally. For example, "a heated debate", "mitigate the risk",
"a resounding success".

4. MASTERING PART 2 OPTIONS

In Part 2, you choose one task from three. Play to your strengths:

» Review: Great if you can be descriptive and evaluative. Use vivid adjectives.
» Report/Proposal: excellent if you prefer a structured, factual approach. Use headings and bullet points.
Remember: A Proposal

looks to the future ("I recommend..."), while a Report analyzes the past/present.
« Letter/Email: Good if you are comfortable adapting your tone (could be formal complaint or informal
advice).

5. PLANNING IS NON-NEGOTIABLE

Spend 10 minutes planning. For the essay, select the two most "arguable” points from the three options.
Sketch out your topic

sentences. If you start writing without a plan at C1 level, your argument will likely lack the coherence
needed for high marks.

6. PROOFREAD FOR "SILLY" MISTAKES

You can lose marks for basic errors at C1 because they are considered "impeding communication” or
showing a lack of control. Check
subject-verb agreement, plurals, and prepositions carefully.
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